


questions often plague
the young christian
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- 1 just usually feel like god is
dli.sy[easeo[ Myljf(ﬁ me 4

. 1 have to deal with so many
temptations that i get defeated

. 1ve have some good moments
with god but usually find i am
up and down like a yo-yo
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Behind our questions
there is a mystery at
wWork deep in our lives
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something's always
saying No and also
saying Yes’
7 have just enough

religion to bug me and
1ot enough lo vless me
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What is going on here?

. There is a key lhat
unlocks the riddle but it
only unlocks it to a
seeking hheart



the Tw[&[[e of tﬁe CYOSS
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1. You can come unio Aim by embracing Ais
put can only come ajter Nim by embracing yours

2. You cannol bear it by yourself
anotfier bearer wails to fielp

3. I seems o be heavy but lighitens wilhi walking
yer wilhioul its weight you re (oo fieavy to walk

4. once taken you are never free of it

vut only free under it

5. 15 shadow so lolally eclipses you
but others see son light reflecting mn you
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The question of whether
its gain or its loss

can only be answered
by taking the cross
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Last time we looked at
the work of the cross as
it begins to change our

identity



The issue of w[entlty
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Whom do you belong to,
the world or the Lord?



when we first
come to the Lord:
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. There is a very big chiange - miuch
bigger than we think 2Cor. 5.17

o SO lhe cross starts dealing with
some outward issues of identily

that need chianging



everytime we obey God our true
identily gets strengthened
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We know that if we obey firm il is by the
grace of God. What does that mean?

7t means we obey because we Rnow /e
loves us

.t means we obey by jaith evern
though we are not able or worilfy

. It means when we otey God his life
surges through us enabling us

This Ssurge’ of grace inwardly confirms our

identity as a child of Goad



so baptism is an obedience:

"I belong to god’
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Actively witnessing is an obedience
that reveals your w[enttty
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1Pet. 2.9 § But you are A
CHOSEN RACE, A royal
PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY
NATION, A PEOPLE
FOR God’s OWN
POSSESSION, so that
you may proclaim the
excellencies of Him who
has called you out of
darkness into His
marvelous light:;




Today we want to go a
(ittle deeper and talk
about the cross and our
ability’ crisis



After we become christians we
continue to fee[ tﬁe CYoSs WoOrR
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o  We know il was the epicenter of
salvation Aistory separaling the eternal

destinies of all mankind

o  We may not iave realized that the cross’
WOrk fias become the epicernter of our life
Lo separate and (ransform us forever
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Most believers
eventually hit the NO’
wall as they start
serving and l1ving for

God



An inward sense of
Divine Veto (NO S)
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o  We sense something wrong (hit the wall)

. Every time we teach something plucked from
the Tree of the knowledge of good and evil

. When we see how much we serve God out of
self motives and strength

. Everytime we use the world s wisdom to
figure out our life s direction

«  When our well-intended religious service
causes arguments, problems, divisiveness
and hurt feelings
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Why does the cross seem to
block christians in service?

o Because until they are
dealt with by the cross
they are still (tving out
of their flesh



o The cross brings us lo an
avility crisis
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Rom. 7.18 For | know that nothing good
dwells in me, that Is, in my flesh;
for the willing Is present in me,
but the doing of the good is not.
Rom. 7.19 For the good that | want,
| do not do, but | practice
the very evil that | do not want.
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What Stoppeof u57 We

took up our cross and
now we can't follow?

Gal. 3.3-4 Are you so foolish? Having begun by
the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the
flesh? Did you suffer so many things in
vain—if indeed it was in vain?

w



Wﬁat Stoppeof Uus? We
took up our cross and
now we can't follow?

Riddle #2 fias Ficked 171

2. You cannot bear it by yourself
anothier bearer waits (o help
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The crisis of our ability
(inability) is only
undevrstood after

battling with carnality



There is a deep conspiracy within
which derails our spiritual progress
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o This conspiracy is called the [leshr’

o The natural soul life and the body
conspire together agaimnst the Spirilt

o lhe [lesh’ is your aulomatic actions
and reactions made wilhiout
reference to God

o This carnalily (flest) is so natural to
us and so mgrained that we are
unaware of iLs pervasive narure
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The only way
our flesh is
exposed is by
hitting the
wall”
of the cross
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Our flesh is easily distracted
by tﬁe tﬁmgs of this wor[&[
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A Conaise Iistory
from Gluck to Beethoven

JULIAN RUSHTON

BY LAIND BONNELLY




Our flesh is easz[y distracted
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Every aspect of
life in the world
has a hook that
snags you and
leads from
distraction to
“besetting sin”’




Our flesh is easily distracted
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Because we don t
know ourselves:

Christians get
caught

Old and young get
caught

Our flesh has an

insatiable hunger-
deprive it one way
it pops up another
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Our religious
flesh eventually
reacts with self-
propelled

fervor
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Our f[esﬁ condemns ufsegf




Our flesh rededicates 1t5eﬁf
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o Promises to try
harder

o Feverishly reads
and prays

o Serves and suffers
to ‘pay God back’




Our religious flesh is easily
discouraged
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o Plagues 7( doubting locusts eal up
our resolve

. feverisn religious resolve dies out
71 e busyness of personal
pursuils, plans and service

o Someone offends’ us and in anger
we back ojj our dedicated life

o Condemnation and jarlure slide us

ONCe agadirt 71lo Adl gre Ofo 977
the [&l?c/lq&f of the &z%/iﬂéq jvy =
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The crisis of our ability
(inability) is only
undevrstood after

battling with carnality
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2. you cannot bear it by yourself
another bearer waits to help



Let’s see what happened
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. You began to take up ‘your’cross with
baptism, witnessing and obedience

cal. 5.7 § You were running well; who hindered you from
obeying the truth?

. You assumed that you could please
God by carrying your cross

0 Your cross got heavier and inertia set in
o  Paul’s been there as explained in Romans 7

: The whole Corinthian church was there in 1 Cor:



A war rages within between
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the Sptnt omo[ our f[esﬁ

Gal. 5.17 For the flesh sets Its desire against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh;
for these are In opposition to one another,

So that you may not do the things that you
please.

Rom. 8.8 and those who are In the flesh

cannot please God.

Two centers of power are in conflict here

Either you are in control of your life (flesh)
Or the Holy Spirit is in control of your life



whenever you yield to the Spirit you
experience o[e[wenmce from the f[esfi
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Gal. 5.16 § But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you
will not carry out the desire of the flesh.

Rom. 8.13 for If you are living according to the
flesh, you must die; but Iif by the Spirit you are
putting to death the deeds of the body, you will
live.




Unfortunately our default’ mode
is to live Ey our f[esﬁ
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I can do it!

[ 'm trying to be crucified
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to do His work
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Here’s the mystery
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Until the victory of
His cross becomes fixed
in us by revelation
we cannot carry
OQUY CYOSS very far




3. it seems to be heavy but lightens with
walking yet without its weight
youre too heavy to wa[ﬁ
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o Qur flesh is too heavy with self-
centeredness to carry our cross very far

o The finished work of His cross is the
power that enables us to walk by His life

o The two-fold riddle must be experienced:
You cannot pear il by yourself

another bearer wails lo fielp



The crisis of our aﬁl[lty
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Gal. 2.20

“I have been crucified with Christ;

and it is no longer | who live,

but Christ lives in me;

and the life which | now live In the flesh

| live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself up for me.

o We all krnow the verse but not all have cone (o
the actual exchrange’

o This o%y fiappens in our experience after self

has extfrausted its options



The crisis of our aﬁl[lty
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o Why did God give man e L AW?
So that man could nit the wall of flesh

Gal 2.16 “...since by the works of the Law no flesh
will be justified.”

o Why did Jesus grve the sermon
on the mount ?

So that disciples would hit the wall trying lo.
Ve perfect as your Father is perfect”
‘exceed the righiteousness of the pharisees...”



The crisis of our ability
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o WhY cant we just live in /e new
covenant?’

o PBecause it is an inward covenant of spirit
and we are used (o living by outward

covenants of flesh
o WhY cant we just [ive in obedience

to the Word and obtey?

o Because t1e Word alwavs works iz
combination wilh the noly Spirit



The crisis of our ability
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We will try everyithing before exchranging our

(tves’as in Gal. 2.20

The disciples (ried to prevent ]éf%%ﬂl/ﬂ(q to
Calvary because they thought they could
reform thetr [lesni wilh more leaching

The Holy Frustrator (Spirit) sias lo expose our
self-confidence, self-suffictency, self-deception,
self-effort and self-centeredness at our core
What we want to do we can t accomplish

What we don't want to do we end up doing






The 7 Stargate ” coordinaltes
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T 2. We find we
‘ cant do it

Sy Gl

1.God commands
us

ﬁ‘
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unceasingl = ‘:\ e
e A to hate our self
Convmcesus/ ; .
%-
0. Deiv;)zte s 7 The 7th \ 5. We realize the
failures e Frustrator is after

we want something bigger

Him desperately o ianch




How the crisis is resolved
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o We see as [inished that our old man fias
veen co-cructfied with Christ’ (Rom. 6.6/

o  We start to live by an abiding Life
within’that lifls us inlo the law of /e
Spirit of Life in C(hrist Jesus’ (Rom. 8.2/

o We sel our mind on the Sprrit and walk
11 His power as the flesh is neutralized
(Rom. 8.13, Gal 5.24/



Your io[entity is fixed’ in Christ
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e o Once you were
Jacob operating
out of self-
strength

o Now you are
Israel learning to
operate by God s

life




Your identity is fixed in Christ
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o you have died and your life is hid with
Christ in God’ (col. 3.3)

o ‘one died for all, therefore all died...that

they that live should no longer live for
themselves but for Him... (2cor.5.14-1)5)



Your aﬁl[tty is ﬁxeo[ in Christ
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o ‘yet not I but Christ lives in me and the
life I now live... (Gal. 2.20)

o 1 can do all things through Him who
strengthens me’ (Phil. 4.13)



VARSI b Aol &y Tt G BT PG DA T $A Pty 5 I ES SR I vl we s PN artmmek A B g

Now, because of His
cross, you are able to
Ppick up your cross and

follow after Him




Now you understand riddle #2
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you cannot bear it by yourself
another bearer waits to help



Now you understand

half f of 7/15/&// #
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it seems to be heavy
but lightens with walking
yet without its weight
youre too heavy to walk
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And with each wmfﬁ of
the cross there comes
GRACE
GRACE
GRACE ABOUNDING
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But watt!
After the two crises
there still remains
one movre process
which daily’

WOYRS Upon us
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