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The mystery of tﬁe CY 0SS
is at work
throughout our [ives

w




Many christians have not
even heard of the cross work
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o They hink adverse circumsiances
are always the work of the enemy

o Thevy are alwavs [(rying o f17id new
mez%wﬁ to 5f7/ey7/z(qfﬁyenzﬁelj;f&zifﬁ

. They reject the baser [lesh but
respect and (1ve n religious [lesh

. They are unclear about the dividing
of soul and spirit



Those whove tried, = .
failed, known 5=
defeat and self- = s
hatred find the

cross as good
news ' once again




the Tw[&[[e of tﬁe CYOSS
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1. You can come unio Aim by embracing Ais
put can only come ajter Nim by embracing yours

2. You cannol bear it by yourself
anotfier bearer wails to fielp

3. I seems o be heavy but lighitens wilhi walking
yer wilhioul its weight you re (oo fieavy to walk

4. once taken you are never free of it

vut only free under it

5. 15 shadow so lolally eclipses you
but others see son light reflecting mn you



Last time we solved 11is crucial mystery
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2. you cannot bear it by yourself
another bearer waits to help



Jou cannot bear it

by your Se[f’
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o Only Christ (in you) can live the
christian life

o He never expected you to defeat SIN
by striving in your own well-
intentioned energy

o He actually had to put up
roadblocks’to teach you this [ B



Here’s the mystery: the effect

of His cross on jaiie o o
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Until the victory of
His cross becomes
fixed in our understanding
we cannot carry
OUY CYOSS




The crisis is resolved by the
knowing His cross’ work Rom. 6.6-7
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Rom. 6.6-7 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with
Him,

. We Se as " finished our.old majyr
éﬂf eerl CO-CVUCTIT wzz% (NHrist

In order that our body of sin might be done away with,
o Our sinful body no longer controls our life

so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has
died is freed from sin.

ﬁm ‘as a power zy 10 /071%37/ mdster simnce
the new man is CHrist i1 you
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Now, because of His cross, you
are able to pick up your cross

and follow after Him




Your identity crisis is
resolved as you Eemf Yyour cross
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o In baptism you testified
that ‘you have died and
your life is hid with
Christ in God’ (col. 3.3)

o In witnessing you show
that you now live for
Him and not yourself




Your ability crisis is resolved
as you see wﬁo [wes in - you
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o ‘yet not I but Christ lives in me and the
life I now live... (Gal. 2.20)

o 1 can do all things through Him who
strengthens me’ (Phil. 4.13)
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We have gone through two
crises and now come to the

daily process of dying

4. once laken you are never free of it

put only free under 1l



What has to die now?
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7 thought our worldly identily was
dead”

Gal. 6.14 But may it never be that | would boast, except
In the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which
the world has been crucified to me, and | to the world

7 thought our old man was dead”

. Col. 3.3 For you have died and your life Is
hidden with Christ in God.




What has to die now?
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You as a new creation inn (hrist still

have to die to self on a daily basis

There are datly disciplines of body, soul
and spirit

There are also daily sacrifices of love

and service rendered (o t11e Mdaster

Therefore the cross works in you daily



Do we have the long-range view?
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John 3.30 “He must increase, but | must decrease

The way to fullness mvolves an
emplying of self so that Christ can fill

Your life more and more

This lransformatlion process in the
hands of the Holy Spirit also takes us
on a journey where we learn [o live
and serve 1n His Ringdont



The daily process stated
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Luke 9.23 ¥ And He was saying
tothem all, 7f anyone wishes
to come after Me,

he must deny firmself,

and lake up Nis cross daily
and follow Me.




The &[m[y Jorocess stated
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Gal. 5.13  For you o By the grace of
were called to God you have
freedom, brethren;

been set free from

only do not turn . . .
your freedom into sins and sin to live

an opportunity for for Him

the flesh, but Y s
through love serve  °© 10U MUSE CROOSE

one another what to do with
your freedom




The &[m[y Jorocess stated
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Luke 9.24-25 “For whoever

wishes to save his life Y l
(soul-life) will lose it, but ~© LOUF S€ f now

whoever loses his life :
(soul-life) for My sake, he hClS the O]?thn

is the one who will save of preservation
It. For what IS a man p :
profited If he gains the graz‘lﬁcatian or

whole world, and loses
or forfeits himself?” Sacrifice



Your self has been redeemed,
cleansed, Somctlfleof set free
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. 50 Jesus is not [%Zh avout
enying your o
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Sprrit not the
o Vour self ufz‘ ﬁe lramed i ﬁe
gﬂﬂﬂfl/ /art of ving by gf e life
of Another
: ou want to fpllow the Lord
/ must ve 5e//‘(pdeﬂ% I



Jesus a[ways ﬁow[ a Se[f’

PIOTRETESRS b s L, Tt g P D A A Pty =73 Bt A% 0

o But his spirit told his body to get up without
a full night’s sleep to pray

o But he served the multitudes with
compassion even when others told him to

rest

o He had personal preferences but did not
show partiality in dealing with others

o He had thoughts and judgments of his own
but kept these to himself except at God s

prompting



YJou now have

a reo[eemeo[ Segp
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o But discipline is necessary to serve the Lord

o Opportunities to minister to others often
come when we are tired, preoccupied, upset,
busy or generally not feeling too spiritual

o Still the flesh needs to be held back from

ruling over your life s thoughts and actions



There are two ways you
take up your cross daily

SO R B e Tt AT PG ATt e T s W s S W e

o Both allow the Lord to discipline and
instruct your new life in Him

o #1 you present yourself daily as a living
sacrifice

o #2 you yoke yourself with the Lord and
sacrifice your independence



#1: Sam;lgﬁce yourself to
God every day
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Rom. 12.1-2 § Therefore | urge you, brethren,
by the mercies of God, to present your
bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship. And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, so that you may prove what the
will of God Is, that which is good and
acceptable and perfect.




#1: Sam;lgﬁce yourself to
God every day
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o Because 1l is of your free will il is a

(1ving sacrifice and pleasing to Goad

o Basically you are surrendering your
body, soul and spirit to God for FHis life Lo
avide and rule your life (“fe is Lord )

o God wails everyday for you lo love A
with your life

This allows Him to transform you and

prove what His will is as you walk wilh
Him (Rowm. 12.2)



Are you a living sacrifice today?




Avre you a [iving sacrifice
too[ay7
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Warning: your
default’ mode is
self-governing self



Are you a living sacrifice
too[ay7
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Rom. 6.19 | speak in human
terms because of the
weakness of your flesh, for
as you presented your
members as servants to
uncleanness and to
wickedness upon
wickedness, even so now

P’”O’”’:”SQ-' wh?ever present your members as
you present servants to righteousness
yourself to takes and for sanctification.

empowers you



#2: the sacrifice of
mofepenofent [wmg

PISTRETEIRE b B L Tt g A P S LDt # A Tty ST I BT X ey arkanie [ PISRPO gt Tdrkbe

Matt. 11.29 Take my yoke upon you, and
learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly
In heart; and you will find rest for your
souls.

Matt. 11.30 For my yoke Is easy, and my
burden is light.”




take my yoke

e L e e e Lot L PYR e il

o We put our head in next to His
He pulls most of the load

He gently teacties us iow Lo serve



#2: "take my yoke”
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FVveryone mmaqgines tne sweerness of yoriz
wz?ﬁyz‘ﬁe gern ffg Jesus Y yEoy

Trouble is fie usually yokes us with Amself in
anothier brother (maybe not so gentle)

This yoke becomes a daily discipline in
corporate life



#2: "take my yoke”
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3. Il seems to be hreavy bul (ighitens
with walking- WHIY?

Becaise you learn Lo serve by His life
and thus your soul [inds rest

Matt. 11.30 For my yoke Is easy, and my burden
IS light.”




#2: "take my yoke”
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4. once laken you are never free of it

put only free under it- WHIY?

Becazuse you learn that [reedomt

Is not doing what you wanl
vut what you were created for




Now we comne (o a t1n1rd arnd

different laking up of your cross

"m%mh#ﬁﬁ i W Lt T N

#3: the sacrifice of Segf

out of devotion
to the Master




#3: the sacrifice of self out of
o[evotwn to the Master
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o The Lord asks us, 'do you love

me?”

. JHe then asks us to sacrifice

somelhing of our self Jor Aim
o TAIs IS the highest sacrifice, l/1e

most costly and the most precious



#3: the sacrifice of self out of
o[evotwn to the Master
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o Remember two things
. We must first deny our self

pefore we can carry a spectfic
Cross

. We must choose’ of our owrn
Jree will [o carry our cross



#3: this sacrifice has us deny
ourselves good tﬁmgs
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#3: the sacrifice of self out of
ofevotwn to the Master
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o It may be a sacrifice
for a short period of
time or it may be
for the rest of your

life
o It may be a

Saturday a month

given totally to seek
his face




#3: the sacrifice of self out of
devotion to the Master
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o Many self-centered christians today dont
velieve God would ask such a sacrifice

o GIve up safely’
o GIve up money?’ A4 bigger fouse?
o GIVve up recrealion?’ Fntertainment?’

- Grve &?7 creature comjforts? forsarke the
avoidarnce of pain?

o GIVe up marrviage? Having a family?’






The believer finds himself [ike
Jesus in this sacrifice
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o PhiIl 2.5 Have this mind in you...
Jorm of a bondservant...evern
dealfr on a cross.

. He. 5.8 ... learned obedierice
through the things /e suffered”

o He. 10.7 ‘then 7 said, perrold 7
have come ...Lo do thy will”



#3: this sacrifice out of devotion to
the Master takes one of two forms
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1. God accomplishies His work through
sacrificial giving of money an

property by

devored seryvants

Acts 4.36-37 §| Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who
was also called Barnabas by the apostles (which
translated means Son of Encouragement), and who
owned a tract of land, sold it and brought the money
and laid it at the apostles’ feet.




2. God accomplishes His work through
the sacrificial (i fe of devoted servants
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C.T. Studd
1860-1931
English missionary to China, India,
and Africa
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Some want to live
within the sound
of church or chapel bell;
I want to run
a rescue shop

;. wu:hma ard of hell.
i Jagus Chrise 13 God ani i

e O-SaC I CECAN eI U0 EdT
ror-me: to. maxe: ror-fims=

J




What does Paul mean by the
term T die cfou[y 27 1C01/ 15.31
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Paul has alveady died (o the world

arnd fie Frnows Ais old man Ads peer

cructfied and fie lives by Christ-life

7 die daily " means Paul daily put /s
life at rvisk to serve God

1Cor. 15.30-31 Why are we also in danger every hour?

| affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which |
have In Christ Jesus our Lord, | die daily.




The cross breaking of a vessel
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2Cor. 4.7-12 ¥ But we faave 1is tredasure
71 clay vessels, that the exceeding
greatness of the power may be of God,
and not from ourselves.

We are pressed on every side, yel not
crushea; perplexed, yer nol (o

desparr; pursued, yel not forsakern,
struck down, yer not destroyed,




The cross breaking of a vessel
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revealed 17
[1ve ¢

jefw/ /

may

you.

o

/1€

egf/efw’ |J J&L
7, mu)«wﬁeg} to death Jor

i

WO

life also of Jesus

ealed in our mortal flesh.
S0 liien deallt works in us, but life in



ﬁeowen[y tﬁmkmg about
your CYoss’
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Does the Lord really
need’ our
sacrifice’

s fie asking il for
Him or Jfor us?

__ What secret is
S discovered through

the sacrifice?

..\."...-‘." |
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The Sacnﬁcm[ (1 fe of the cross
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We don t volunteer:
when we will sacrifice or
the way or

Aow miuch or

fow long-

We willin g % qgcceplt the cross [rom Him

whern
o Are you willing to sacrifice your life?
o That in itself is an aromalic sacrifice

o JUST [(Tve.[for Him [oday 171 [ree
{Zlfféﬂéf Yy 17/7




What 0[0 we gam7
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Mark 10.29-30 ] Jesus said, “Most assuredly | tell you,
there 1s no one who has left house, or brothers, or
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or land,
for my sake, and for the gospel’s sake, but he will
receive one hundred times more now In this time,
houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and land,
with persecutions; and in the age to come eternal life.

o 100 limnes + persecurions +

o lhe ltberaling joys of miimacy, revelation and
power entrusted to His bond servanits



What does He gain?
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o ajfriend

o a vessel of ionor that doesnt.
complain about Ais sacrifice

o da brokern vessel that exudes a sweet
aroma by a sacrifice lovingly givern

o d lestimony on eari/l that God is
loved for who He is and not just
what fie grves

o a vessel fie can use lo serve the larger
matters of nis eternal purpose
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